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The Asheville Radio Museum
What’s New?
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Origins
Carl Smith, N4AA

Dxing Magazine Editor
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The Museum Today

We

AMAZE!

We EDUCATE!

We
FASCINATE!

Pop Quiz
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Pop Quiz We Use to Build Interest
Which of These Do NOT Depend on Radio?
Cell phones?

GPS systems?

Wireless home internet routers?

Bluetooth wireless speakers?

Over the air television; satellite TV?

Apple Pay and Android Pay?

Touchless transfer of  date between two cell phones?

Automobile remotes (locking, unlocking, starting)?

Drive through toll booths?

Radar systems for air traffic control?

And the correct answer is… they ALL depend on radio waves! BACK
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NPR
Story
by
Helen
Chickering

Click here
to listen  
online

WCQS Helen Chickering story on radio museum 4-2017 radio_web_0.mp3
http://bpr.org/post/wnc-hidden-attraction-asheville-radio-museum-0
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PBS – North Carolina Weekend 
TV Documentary (click here to view)

N

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNlHw9mWBWI
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What Visitors Are Saying
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What Visitors Are Saying

N
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So… What’s New?
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New Museum Flyer

Flyer available online at www.avlradiomuseum.org

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/8ae045_41e2976218fd4c9dbb03aba182a15cd0.pdf
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Many New Items
for You to See…
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Antique Morse Code Practice Machine
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100 Year Old Morse Code Recorder Made in Denmark
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COHERER

Modern Replica of Marconi’s Early 1900s 
Coherer Receiver
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Photo Album of Early 1900s Ham Shacks (click here to view)

https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/early-ham-stations
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Donated by Elwood Miles – build by his father
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Atwater Kent Early 1900s Ignition System
Profits Used to Start Making Radios
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Asheville’s First Police Car Radio (Circa 1936)
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Philco 1939 “Mystery” Remote first home radio remote 
control not requiring any wires from remote to console
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World War II “Gibson Girl” Life Raft Radio
Turn the crank to send a homing signal to the rescue planes.
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World War II Nazi Propaganda Radio. Listening to the 
BBC or Voice of America was punishable by death!
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Beautifully Restored 1920s Regenerative Radio.  Originally battery 
powered, now powered by wall warts, a buck converter and Zener diodes.
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Beautiful Tuned Radio Frequency (TRF) 1920s Receiver
Made by the Dayton Fan Company (DayFan)
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Scanner Collection



ReturnReturn

Citizens Band (CB) Radio Collection
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Early 1950s Pre Transistor Portable Radio by Motorola
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Interior of Motorola Pixie Radio – uses subminiature tubes 
created in World War II for military use
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Late 1940s Child’s Toy Recording Machine by General Electric
(note the early “floppy disk” recoding media)

E
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New Hands-On Activities

Visitors enjoy 
spelling their names 
in Morse Code
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New Hands-On Activities

Spark transmitter and transistor radio used to show how sparks 
create radio waves.



ReturnReturn

New Hands-On Activities

Generator used to show the relationship between electricity and 
magnetism and to explain how radio waves are self perpetuating.



ReturnReturn

New Hands-On Activities

“Lightning in a Bottle” used to demonstrate how lightning creates radio 
signals that interfere with AM station reception.
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New Hands-On Activities

Prototype MP3 player – visitors press a button to hear vintage 
radio broadcasts.

E
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Totally New Web Site
www.avlradiomuseum.org

Return

http://www.avlradiomuseum.org/
http://www.avlradiomuseum.org/
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Web Site – Expanded Content
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Asheville’s WWNC 
Goes Live - 1927
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Web Site – 1920s Farmers and Radio

The expanded web site how 
has many 1920s newspaper 
articles on how radio improved 
life for farmers.

E
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New Smart Phone Virtual Tour
See the Museum From Your Home!

https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/cell-phone-tour
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New Radio Educational Presentation
Perfect for STEM Students



ReturnReturn

Expanding Book Library
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Friction Machine Replica

Scintillating Tubes

Sample illustrations from the 
Spark Museum book – many 
incredible items to see!
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Expanding Book Library

By late 1928 the Atwater Kent 
Company had manufactured 
two million radio sets.  

In 1931 it had 12,500 workers 
and was making 6,000 radios 
each day.
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Atwater Kent made his first fortune  
building ignition systems for cars

The Unisparker Ignition systems became the automobile industry standard 
for almost 50 years, until the advent of the HEI systems in 1974.
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Expanding Book Library

Crosley takes 80 pages to explain the 
“simplicity” of radio!
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Expanding Book Library
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Expanding Book Library

1923 Catalog 1931 Catalog



ReturnReturn

New DVDs

A wonderful Ken Burns 
documentary on Lee 
DeForest (triode inventor), 
Edwin Armstrong (regen-
erative, superhet and FM 
inventor) and David Sarnoff 
(national radio station 
network creator)

E
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Community Service
Friends of the Smokies Fund Raiser 

for a New Park Radio System

The Museum provided beautiful vintage radio on display 
to help with fund raising.
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Community Service
Buncombe County Schools

The museum will participate in the county schools’ 
science festival.
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Radio Equipment Donation to
B-17 Restoration Project in Asheville

www.hangarthirteen.org
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Community Service
Group Tours

• Music Classes

• History Classes

• Early College Science

• Physics Class

• Various Ham Clubs

• UU Church Group

• IEEE Chapter

• Avl Women’s History Club

• Am. Assoc. Univ. Women

E



ReturnReturn

Community Awareness – Laurel Magazine
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Community Awareness
Mountain Express Newspaper
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Community Awareness 
Capital Play Magazine

E
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Computer Workstation on Radio’s Discovery and Development.
Early 1900s Corona Folding Typewriter.
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We’re On Facebook…
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and Yelp…
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and Explore Asheville…
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and Trip Advisor…
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SUMMARY

• If you haven’t visited in the past years, you need to 
come see an entirely new museum.

• We amaze. We fascinate. We educate!

• This is your radio museum.  Ham clubs, church 
groups, scouts… all welcome!
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Visit With Us in Asheville

Room 315, Elm Building

Regular hours, February through November are 
1 PM – 3 PM Saturdays

(special appointments readily available)

Click here for detailed directions

https://www.avlradiomuseum.org/smart-phone-directions-page
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Thank You!

E

Stuart Smolkin
Curator


